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DISEASES  have,  it  is  true,  in  generul,  a sort  of  regularity  and  order, 
a series  qf  causes  and  events,  by  which  they  are  known  and  distinguished,  yet  we 
do  now  and  then  meet  with  such  odd  irregularities,  such  strange  and  unusual 
consequences , as  puzzle  and  alarm  even  the  soundest  judgment,  and  the  longest 
experience  ; and  unless  these  be  noted,  the  history  of  distempers  will  be  imperfect. 
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PRACTICAL  REMARKS 

ON  DISEASES 

Resembling  Syphilis. 


T . 

JL  HE  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis  feem  at 
prefent  to  be  imperfectly  underflood.  The 
fubject  has  been  little  discuffed ; and  but  for 
the  excellent  treatife  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy,  furgeons  in  general  had  paid  fuch  flight 
attention  to  it,  that  almost  every  case  of  fore 
upon  the  genitals,  (cancer  excepted,)  or  bubo 
- in  the  groin,  was  considered  fyphilitic.*  Nay, 
notwithstanding  the  important  fa6ts  and  obfer- 
vations  we  have  been  favoured  with  by  the 
above  author,  a doubt  Hill  remains  in  the 
minds  of  many  praHitioners,  whether  fuch 
difeafes  ever  take  place.  Their  treatment 
being  regulated  accordingly,  patients,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  are  often  expo  fed  to  an  unnecelfary 
and  injurious  course  of  mercury.  This  it  has 
more  than  once  fallen  to  my  lot  to  notice.  I 


The  author  cousidsrs  syphilitic  and  venereal  synonymous  terms. 
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myfelf  have  committed  the  error ; and  it  may 
not  be  unprofitable  to  my  profeffional  brethren 
to  offer  a few  remarks  upon  this  interefling 
and  fingular  anomaly. 

i | 

The  difeafes,  which  may  be  faid  to  rank 
under  the  title  of  pfeudo-syphilis,  make  their 
appearance  soon,  or  at  an  interval  of  feveral 
weeks  after  fexual  intercourfe.  They  fhew 
themfelves  either  with  or  without  a breach  of 
furface.  They  fometimcs  commence  with 
fore  upon  the  prepuce  or  glans ; at  others, 
with  tumor  in  the  groin.  Occafionally  the 
firfl  fymptom  is  an  ulcer  of  the  throat,  fo  ex- 
a&ly  correfponding  in  its  charafters  to  fyphili- 
tic  ulceration  of  that  part,  as  hardly  to  admit 
of  diftin&ion,  when  examined  by  the  most 
accurate  obferver.  Thefe  appearances  are  not 
unfrequently  fucceeded  by  a copper-coloured 
eruption  and  nodes,  which  alfo  ftrikingly  re- 
femble  the  fame  ftages  of  fyphilis.  I have 
here  given  a faithful  detail  of  fuch  fymptoms, 
as  I have  actually  met  with,  and  fhall  not  pre- 
fume to  ftate  more  than  experience  will  enable 
me  to  do  with  confidence.  Ufeful  deductions 
can  only  be  made  from  facts.  He  who  wifhes 
to  promote  inquiry,  or  is  defirous  of  gaining 
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information,  must  not  expect  to  arrive  at  truth, 
unlefs  in  all  that  he  himfelf  advances,  he 
cautiously  avoids  mifreprefentation,  which  he 
will  best  do  by  confining  his  defcription  of 
fymptoms  to  fuch  alone,  as  have  come  under 
his  immediate  observance.  Mr.  Abernethy, 
whofe  labours  to  improve  the  practice  of  fur- 
gery  keep  pace  with  his  opportunities,  has 
related  other  appearances,  as  difeafe  of  the 
ofia  nafi,  fwelled  testicle,  &c. 

In  every  cafeof  pfeudo-fyphilitic  fwelling 
or  fore,  I have  found  the  general  health  of  the 
patient  more  or  lefs  difordered.  He  has  either 
laboured  under  feverifh  irritation  with  furred 
tongue  ; or  indigeftion,  accompanied  by  ex- 
ceffive  langour  and  weaknefs.  It  has  frequent- 
ly happened,  too,  that  the  patient  at  some 
antecedent  period,  perhaps  a few  months  be- 
fore, has  been  the  subject  of  chancre,  bubo,  or 
fome  other  form  of  genuine  fyphilis,  for  which 
he  has  undergone  a course  of  mercury.  This 
circurnftance,  however,  has  by  no  means  been 
invariable,  as  I have  known  others,  in  whom 
an  inguinal  fwelling  or  ulcer  of  the  prepuce 
appeared  a few  days  after  their  first  connexion 
with  the  fex,  which,  though  arifing  from  con- 


contaft  or  abforption  of  infectious  matter,  cer- 
tainly was  not  fyphilitic.  Does  not  the  matter, 
capable  of  generating  such  morbid  alteration 
in  parts,  poffefs  fpecific  and  determined  pro- 
perties ? I am  inclined  to  believe  it  does,  and 
I have  formed  that  conjecture  from  the  follow- 
ing extraordinary  fact. 

Several  young  men  were  affected  with 
buboes  in  the  groins,  who  had  all  had  inter- 
courfe  with  the  fame  woman,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  weeks.  She  afterwards  left  the  place,  and 
was  connected  with  other  young  men  at  a town 
not  far  diflant,  here  too  fhe  propagated  the 
fame  fymptom.  In  fuch  of  thefe  cafes  as 
mercury  was  reforted  to,  the  tumor  fpread, 
fometimes  became  greatly  inflamed  and  flough- 
ed,  and  at  other  times  went  on,  though  flowly, 
to  fuppuration ; but  in  thofe,  where  no  mer- 
cury was  ufed,  the  patient  got  well  in  a fhort 
time,  and  for  the  mofl  part  without  an  open 
abfeefs,  unlefs  indeed  they  lived  irregularly, 
or  were  much  on  horfeback.  Thisfactoccurred 
four  years  ago,  and  as  far  as  my  knowledge  of 
the  fequelof  thefe  cafes  extends,  no  fecondary 
fymptoms  have  followed  the  non-employment 
of  mercury.  An  effect  so  uniform  could  not 
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be  produced  by  a fimple  animal  fecretion,  but 
by  a morbid  poifon,  totally  diftinft  in  its  pro- 
perties from  the  poifon  of  chancre  or  gonor- 
rhoea. 

That  fyphilitic  matter  may  be  so  modified 
by  thedifeafed  propensities  of  two  individuals, 
as  to  produce  effects  in  one  of  them  dilfimilar 
to  thofe  which  take  place  in  the  other,  cannot 
be  denied  : that  venereal  poifon  imbibed  from 
the  fame  female,  fhall  in  one  inftance  be  fol- 
lowed by  chancre,  in  another  by  bubo  or  fore- 
throat, and  that  thefe  fymptoms,  feparately, 
fhall  affume  a contrariety  of  appearance,  is  un- 
queflionable : yet,  I am  difpofed  to  confider 
fyphilis  a lefs  variable  difeafe  than  it  is  general- 
ly underflood  to  be.  Impreffed  with  the  idea 
of  its  Proteus-like  character,  furgeons  may 
ever  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  diftinguifhing 
criteria  between  the  two  difeafes.  They  are 
confounded  by  their  fimilitude  : their  zeal  for 
inquiry  is  leffened  by  its  apparant  ufclefsnefs  : 
and  they  continue  in  every  doubtful  case  to  ad- 
minifter  mercury,  under  the  conviction  that 
it  is  better  to  err  on  the  fafe  fide. 

There  is  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  John 
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Hunter,  which  conveys  with  it  a practical  in- 
ference of  fuch  great  moment,  that  I cannot 
omit  noticing  it.  “As  errors  in  forming  a 
judgment  of  a difeafe  lead  to  errors  in  the  cure, 
it  becomes  almolt  of  as  much  confequence  to 
avoid  a miftake  in  the  one  as  in  the  other ; for  it 
is  nearly  as  dangerous  in  many  conftitutions  to 
give  mercury,  where  the  difeafe  is  not  venere- 
al, as  to  omit  it  in  those  which  are  ; for  we 
may  obferve,  that  many  of  the  conftitutions 
which  put  on  fome  of  the  venereal  fymptoms, 
when  the  difeafe  is  not  prefent,  are  thofe  with 
which  mercury  feldom  agrees,  and  commonly 
does  harm.  ” He  adds — “ I have  feen  mer- 
cury given  in  a fuppofed  venereal  ulcer  of  the 
tonfil,  produce  a mortification  of  those  glands, 
and  the  patient  has  been  nearly  deftroyed.  ” 

Convinced  of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Hunter’s 
ftatement,  and  anxious  to  promote  farther  in- 
veftigation  upon  a fubject  at  prefent  involved 
in  much  obfcurity,  I fhall  endeavour  to  point 
out  certain  peculiarities,  by  which  some  of  the 
morbid  appearances,  produced  by  fyphilitic 
infection,  may  be  diftinguiihed  from  fuch  as 
merely  refemble  fyphilis.  I am  aware  of  the 
extreme  rclu6lance  with  which  many  furgeons 
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afsent  to  the  pofsibility  of  a diftinction.  I 
know  alio  that  there  are  not  a few,  who  deny 
the  occurrence  of  the  two  difeafes,  and  con- 
demn any  attempt  to  eftablifh  proof  of  the 
fecond,  on  account,  as  they  allege,  of  the  mis- 
chievous confequences  it  may  lead  to  in  our 
treatment  of  the  firll.  Surely  to  every  candid 
and  liberal  mind  this  objection  will  at  once 
appear  groundlefs.  There  is  no  difeafe  which 
has  not  some  affinity  to  another,  and  it  is  only 
by  the  habit  of  attention,  by  our  conllant  and 
daily  familiarity  with  the  face  of  difeafe,  that 
we  can  acquire  the  ability  of  discriminating  be- 
tween fuch  oppofite  though  apparently  fimilar 
complaints.  I feel  confident  too  that  lefs  evil 
is  likely  to  enfue  from  a fair  profecution  of 
the  fubject,  than  from  fuffering  it  to  remain, 
as  it  is  at  prefent,  a fource  of  perplexity  and 
embarraffment. 

A 

Pfeudo-fyphilis  being  a new  name,  I ought 
to  premife,  that,  in  my  conception  of  it,  it  is 
meant  to  imply  every  morbid  change  or  effect 
taking  place  in  the  body,  or  in  parts  of  the 
body,  which  refemble  the  effects  produced  by 
contact  with,  or  the  abforption  of,  fvphilitic 
poifon.  It  is  commonly  faid,  that  fo  long  as 
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the  effects  of  the  poifon  are  local,  and  confined 
to,  or  near  the  genitals,  the  diforder  is  not 
called  fyphilis  ; but  is  diflinguilhed  by  fome 
name  according  to  its  feat  or  appearance  ; fuch 
as  chancre,  bubo,  &c.  and  thefe  fymptoms 
are  underltood  to  arife  from  the  application  of 
VENEREALmatter  in  impure  coitus.  But  as  the 
term  venereal  is  equally  appropriable  to  either 
or  any  poifon,  that  has  the  property  of  genera- 
ting difeafe  during  coition,  it  can  only  be  em- 
ployed in  an  indefinite  fenfe.  We  know 
that  the  fecretion  of  fluor  albus  in  the  female 
will  excite  a fimilar  difeharge  in  the  urethra  of 
the  male : and  though  we  could  not  pronounce 
fuch  a complaint  fyphilitic,  (fill  the  term  ve- 
nereal would  with  propriety  attach  to  it.  The 
name  of  a difeafe  however  multifarious,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  is  of  little  import,  provided 
we  are  acquainted  with  its  real  nature  and  the 
means  best  adapted  for  its  cure  : but  in  the 
prefent  inilance,  if  we  wifh  to  preferve  confis- 
tency  of  language,  it  is  abfolutely  necelfary  to 
conform  to  the  ufe  of  one  name  only.  And  I 
confider  this  of  greater  confequence,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  two  difeafes  owe  their  origin 
to  two  di Hindi  poifons.  Now  as  the  degree  of 
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fufceptibility  to  the  one  Varies  in  different 
perfons,  fo  does  it  in  refpect  to  the  other.  The 
fymptoms  of  pfeudo-fyphilis,  as  far  as  my 
obfervation  has  enabled  me  to  judge,  are  moft 
commonly  met  with  in  perfons  of  a ftrumous 
diathefis.  I have  not  formed  that  conclufion 
haftily,  nor  do  I offer  it  fpeculatively,  but  as 
the  refult  of  actual  experience  and  deliberate 
attention.  I would  not  be  underflood  to  con- 
tend that  it  is  fcrofula,  but  that  the  fusceptibi- 
lity  to  ft  is  greater,  where  there  is  fcrofulous 
predifpofition.  It  invades  the  fame  parts  as 
fcrofula;  the  lymphatic  glands,  the  tonfils, 
the  tefles,  the  fkin  and  the  bones.  Occafionally 
we  meet  with  genuine  fcrofula  in  the  glands 
of  the  groin  after  fexual  intercourfe,  and  I 
believe  this  may  happen  without  any  breach  of 
furface  or  attendant  venereal  fymptom. 

April  8th,  1807,  J.  L.  aged  eighteen  years, 
came  to  me  with  a fwelling  in  the  groin.  It 
was  not  a general  enlargement  of  the  glands, 
but  confined  to  one  only,  and  that  of  the 
upper  order.  There  were  evident  marks  of 
ftruma  in  his  perfon : as  thinnefs  of  fkin,  thick 
upper  lip,  and  circumfcribed  fluff  of  the  cheek. 
He  had  alfo  been  affected  with  abfcefles  of  the 
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abforbent  glands  of  the  neck.  I gave  him  a 
purge,  and  defired  him  to  bathe  the  part  fre- 
quently with  an  embrocation  confuting  of  the 
miiriate  of  ammonia  with  the  liquor  ammoniae 
acetatas.  This  he  did,  and  called  upon  me 
again  on  the  1 ith.  His  mailer  being  prefent  at 
his  ftrlt  vilit,  I felt  fome  reluftance  to  put  a 
few  neceflary  queflions  to  him.  However  as 
he  was  now  alone,  I took  an  opportunity  to 
inquire  how  far  his  condu6l  of  late  would  au- 
thorize me  to  treat  the  fwelling  as  venereal. 
He  informed  me  he  had  only  recently  come 

to  P h,  and  after  a candid  and  ingenuous 

defcription  of  his  adventures  on  the  road,  I 
had  every  reason  to  conclude  that  this  was 
really  a venereal  bubo.  It  is  true  he  had  no 
other  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  but  that  bubo 
will  fometinaes  prefent  itfelf  as  a primary  fymp- 
tom, is  a fact  too  generally  known  to  admit 
pf  doubt.  I now  defired  him  to  rub  in  a 
drachm  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  night 
and  morning.  This  plan  of  treatment  was  con- 
tinued till  the  16th,  when  he  was  attacked 
with  violent  diarrhoea  and  griping  pain.  His 
pulfe  was  quick,  his  fkin  hot  and  dry,  and  his 
tongue  furred.  I gave  him  an  anodyne  mix- 
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ture,  from  which  he  derived  confiderable  be- 
nefit, and  the  emplastrum  faponis  to  apply  to 
the  part.  The  ufe  of  the  mercury  was  for  the 
prefent  defifted  from,  but  his  fever  having 
fubfided  in  a few  days,  and  his  health  being 
fufficiently  renovated,  I confidered  it  expe- 
dient to  refume  our  former  plan  of  cure. 
Friction  therefore  was  again  refortecj  to  about 
the  28th  inftant,  and  perfevered  in  till  the  7th 
of  May.  But  inftead  of  the  fwclling  having 
dimimfhed  in  fize,  it  was  much  inereafed,  a 
good  deal  inflamed,  and  had  evidently  fupr 
purated.  I refolved  to  relinquifh  entirely 
the  ufe  of  mercury ; he  poulticed  the  part, 
and  on  the  10th  I introduced  my  abfeefs  lancet 
and  evacuated  a large  quantity  of  curdly  difi 
charge.  The  fore  was  fomented  and  poul- 
ticed ; was  afterwards  dreffed  with  a variety 
Of  applications  ( but  never  with  mercurial 
ointment ) and  healed  by  the  ufe  of  bark  in- 
ternally in  the  course  of  two  months. 

My  reafons  for  not  including  this  in  the 
clafs  of  pfeudo-fyphilitic  fwellings  will  appeal, 
when  I come  to  deferibe  their  general  cha- 
racter. It  certainly  was  not  fyphilitic,  as  the 
quantity  of  mercury  ufed  was  infu.fficient  for 
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the  radical  cure  of  bubo,  and  the  prevention 
of  fecondary  fymptoms,  none  of  which  have 
appeared.  Its  progrefs,  like  that  of  fcrofula, 
was  flow,  except  when  hastened  by  the  action 
of  mercury  from  the  inflammatory  to  the  fup- 
purative  flage. 

As  the  cafes  which  are  liable  to  be  mifta- 
ken  for  fyphilis  not  unfrequently  commence 
with  sore  upon  the  genitals,  it  is  neceflary  for 
us  to  direft  our  attention  to  the  leading  cha- 
racters of  venereal  chancre,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  able  to  compare  one  difeafe  with  the 
other. 

Chancre  is  a fore  fomewhat  circular  in 
form,  and  deep,  with  matter  adhering  to 
its  furfaGe  ; it  is  furrounded  by  a callous  thick 
edge,  and  a particular  efflorefcence  of  the 
neighbouring  (kin  ; its  bafe  is  hardened,  and 
if  taken  up  between  the  fingers,  the  hardnefs 
feels  deep  feated,  and  like  a pea  buried  un- 
derneath the  fkin.  The  tendency  to  ulcerate 
is  greater  in  fome  chancres  than  in  others,  but 
they  all  poflefs,  though  not  equally,  this  ftri- 
king  peculiarity,  a thickened  bafe  and  edge. 

Sores  produced  by  morbid  matter,  not 
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fyphilitic,  are  attended  with  little  and  fome- 
times  with  no  furrounding  inflammation:  if 
any,  it  has  lefs  of  the  florid  tint,  and  termi- 
nates more  abruptly  than  the  inflammation  fur- 
rounding chancre,  which  appears  to  wafte  itfelf 
gradually  in  the  parts  adjacent.  There  is  no 
induration  of  the  edges  or  bafe,  unlefs  the  pa- 
tient be  under  the  attion  of  mercury  : but  if 
Ample  excoriation  take  place  after  a long  mer- 
curial courfe,  the  edges  of  the  fore  will  be  thick- 
ened and  callous.  The  ulceration  is  commonly 
fuperficial,  except  when  feated  on  or  near  the 
fraenum,  or  commencing  in  the  glandulae  odo- 
riferae  : in  which  cafe  it  will  frequently  pene- 
trate deep,  fpread  widely,  and  have  a jagged 
irregular,  but  unindurated  edge.  The  furface 
of  thefe  fores  is  in  general  clean. 

I have  met  with  a fucceflion  of  irritable 
fores  beyond  the  corona  glandis  after  gonor- 
rhoea, which  have  yielded  to  a lotion  of  the 
acetated  zinc  in  rofe-water  ; they  have  recur- 
red upon  any  extraordinary  exertion  of  the 
body,  as  dancing,  riding  far  on  horfeback, 
or  from  intemperance  in  living  : but  the  dil- 
eafed  propenfity  has  in  time  vanilhed,  and 
unlefs  mercury  were  re  for  ted  to,  they  never 
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became  indurated  at  their  circumference.  I 
have  alfo  feen  a number  of  deep  yet  fmall 
ulcers  Occupying  the  edge  of  the  prepuce,  in 
fuch  a way  as  to  render  its  retraction  pain- 
ful and  difficult,  thefe  too  have  been  cotempo- 
ry  with,  or  have  appeared  fubfequently  to, 
gonorrhoea,  and  have  not  required  mercury 
for  their  cure. 

< 

Cicatrices  formed  by  the  healing  of  chan- 
cres will  fometimes  ulcerate  afrefh,  and  may 
be  miflaken  at  firft  fight  for  a revival  of  the 
original  difeafe : but  they  have  neither  the 
hardened  bafe  nor  the  inflamed  circle  of  chan- 
cre. They  occalionally  fpread  farther  than 
the  original  fore,  but  are  devoid  of  that  depth 
and  excavation,  and  almoft  invariably  get 
well  by  the  ufe  of  a weak  aftringent  lotion, 

It  now  and  then  happens  that  inftead  of  ulce- 
ration, a thickening  of  the  new  formed  part 
prefents  itfelf ; a tumor  gradually  becomes 
eftablifhed,  indolent  in  its  progrefs,  but  often 
degenerating  into  feirrhus.  A cafe  of  this 
kind  occurred  to  me  very  lately.  The  young 
man  had  undergone  a courfe  of  mercury  three 
years  before  for  a venereal  chancre,  which  : 
healed  with  induration.  A nodulous  tumor  ( 
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occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  praeputiurn 
glandis,  which,  in  its  growth  pofteriorly  had 
contracted  a firm  adhefion  to  the  corpora 
cavernofa  penis.  I cut  into  the  tumor  after 
its  removal,  and  found  its  fubllance  perfectly 
fcirrhous  : in  one  part  cartilaginous.  Tumors 
like  the  prefent,  though  in  general  a new  dif- 
eafe  unmixed  with  fyphilitic  taint,  are  not  I 
believe  at  all  times  exempt  from  fuch  taint 
conftitutionally  as  well  as  locally.  The  fol- 
lowing cafe  may  ferve  to  corroborate  this 
remark  : and  in  adverting  to  the  confequences 
of  chancre  I do  not  confider  myfelf  digreding 
from  the  profcfled  fubjeft  of  my  paper.  The 
more  our  attention  is  called  to  fores  of  any 
defcription  to  which  the  genital  organs  are 
liable,  the  more  nice  and  unerring  will  be  our 
capacity  of  dihinguilhing  them. 

I * \ 4 

May  17th,  1808, placed  himfelf 

under  my  care  with  an  extenfive  ulceration 
at  the  root  of  the  penis.  The  ulcer  had  a 
hardened  bafe,  a granulated  furface,  and  cal- 
lous edge.  He  had  alfo  a confiderable  tumor 
of  the  prepuce,  accompanied  by  phymofis. 
There  were  cicatrices  in  each  groin,  proceeding 
from  venereal  buboes,  which  with 'chancre  and 
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gonorrhoea  he  had  laboured  under  a few  yeartf 
before.  The  tumor  of  the  preputium  had 
commenced  with  a thickening  of  the  part 
where  the  chancre  had  been  fituated,  and  had 
flowly  advanced  to  its  prefent  magnitude. 
It  was  feldom  attended  with  pain,  but  about 
once  in  two  months  he  experienced  a tranfitory 
fenfation  as  if  a knife  were  plunged  into  it. 
He  had  been  fenfible  of  its  exigence  four  or 
five  years  : the  ulcer  above  was  of  more  recent 
date.  The  lymphatic  velfels  along  the  dorfum 
penis  were  knotty  to  the  feel.  An  eruption, 
having  in  a flight  degree  the  copper-colour, 
fhewed  itfelf  in  one  arm.  He  was  a married 
man,  but  had  always  led  a diffolute  life  among 
women.  I thought  it  prudent  therefore  to  try 
the  effe6l  of  mercury,  and  began  by  giving 
him  the  blue-pill.  The  lotio  nigra,  or  fubmu* 
riate  of  mercury  with  lime-water  was  applied 
to  the  fore.  He  went  on  with  the  mercurial 
courfe  till  the  5th  or  6th  of  June,  when,  in; 
confequence  of  his  bufinefs  having  compelled 
him  to  be  a good  deal  on  the  water  and  expo- 
fed  to  night  air,  he  took  a fevere  cold,  which  . 
was  followed  by  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes.  ; 
He  alfo  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  head,  I 
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which  attacked  him  every  evening,  and  was 
very  much  augmented  when  he  got  warm  in 
bed.  I now  debited  from  the  pills,  gave  him 
aperient  medicine,  and  a fedative  collyrium. 
The  inflammation  of  his  eyes  difappeared  in  ten 
days,  when  thinking  it  better  to  fufpend  the 
ule  of  mercury  a little  longer,  untill  his  gene- 
ral health  was  (till  farther  recruited,  I exhibit- 
ed farfaparilla  in  its  Head.  The  anniverfary 
meeting  of  a Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
to  which  I have  the  honor  to  belong,  happening 
on  the  twentieth  of  this  month,  the  patient, 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  confult 
Dr.  Allvey  of  St.  Neots.  The  doftor  directed 
adecoftion  of  the  woods  to  be  given  with  nitric 
acid.  As  the  tumor  of  the  praeputium  occafi- 
oned  an  irreducible  phymofis,  and  rendered 
the  chara£ter  of  the  difeafe  in  this  part  fome- 
what  obfeure,  I determined  to  have  recourfe 
to  dilatation  : which  being  done,  I found  the 
fub  Aanceof  it  perfectly  feirrhous,  extending  ve- 
ry nearly  throughout  the  circumference  of  the 
prepuce,  ulcerated  in  fome  part  of  its  internal 
furface  and  throwing  out  a fungus.  I immedi- 
ately recommended  a removal  of  the  tumor 

with  the  knife,  which  he  fubmitted  to  on  the 

£> 
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7 th  of  July.  I was  under  the  neceflity  c.  cut- 
ting away  the  whole  of  the  praeputium,  and 
part  of  the  fkin  of  the  body  of  the  penis  : the 
wound  healed  in  a few  days  with  very  little 
mark  of  mutilation.  He  continued  taking  the 
alterative  medicine  prefcribed  by  Dr.  Allvey. 
Convinced,  that  fo  long  as  the  ulcer  above  was 
buffered  to  remain,  which,  in  fpite  of  the  nitric 
acid  internally,  and  various  applications,  was  ' 
rapidly  fpreading,  the  deftru&ion  of  the  whole 
member,  if  not  of  life  itfelf,  might  be  looked 
forward  to  as  inevitable,  I advifed  him  to  un- 
dergo a fecond  operation ; viz.  excilion  of  the 
difeafe  at  the  root  of  the  penis ; this  he  readily 
confented  to.  The  ulcer  had  extended  itfelf 
nearly  to  the  groin,  and  fome  way  on  the  regio 
pubis  ; the  cavity  therefore  left  by  the  knife 
was  confiderable,  and  had  a more  formida- 
ble appearance  than  I expected.  I brought 
the  lips  of  the  wound  together  by  futures  and 
adhefive  plafter : they  united  by  the  firft  in- 
tention, and  my  patient,  to  his  great  joy,  was 
freed  from  an  ugly  and  dangerous  malady. 
Still  however  he  was  affli&ed  with  violent 
nocturnal  pain  of  the  head.  This  pain  was  fo 
intenfe  as  for  a time  to  bereave  him  of  his  fert-  ‘ 1 
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fes.  Opium  in  very  large  dofes  relieved  him. 
I could  not  help  fufpe&ing  that  it  owed  its 
origin  to  an  old  and  unfubdued  fyphilitic  taint, 
and,  with  this  impreffion,  I recommenced  on 
the  31st  of  Auguft,  ( after  giving  the  nitric  acid 
a trial  up  to  this  period  ) the  exhibition  of  a 
mild  preparation  of  mercury  ; viz.  the  hydrar- 
gyrus  cum  creta,  made  into  pills  with  conferve 
of  rofes.  He  continued  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
cine till  February  1809,  and  though  he  took 
it  daily,  his  mouth  was  never  fore.  But  the 
pain  of  his  head  completely  left  him,  and  he 
became  a perfe£tly  hale  and  healthy  man. 

I {hall  now  proceed  to  contrail  the  two 
fpecics  of  venereal  bubo,  and  then  offer  a few 
examples  of  pfeudo-fyphilis. 

The  fyphilitic  bubo  is  in  general  accom- 
panied or  preceded  by  chancre.  But  it  fome- 
times  fhews  itfelf  without  any  previous  lore 
upon  the  penis,  particularly  in  the  circumcifed, 
and  thofe  with  a naturally  fhort  prepuce,  or 
whofe  glans  is  ufually  uncovered.  In  every 
inftance,  except  where  the  glands  arc  predib 
pofed  to  fcrolula,  one  only  is  enlarged,  and  that 
moft  commonly  of  the  upper  order.  Contiguous 
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fwelling  and  tcnfion  feldom  take  place  before 
the  tumor  has  advanced  to  fuppuration:  in 
this  ftage  it  is  remarkable  for  its  prominence, 
but  is  ftill  circumfcribed.  The  colour  of  the 
fkin  covering  the  tumor  is  of  a florid  red.  It 
is  unequal  in  its  progrefs  from  one  ftage  to 
another.  The  firft  or  the  inflammatory  ftage  is 
flow  in  comparifon  with  the  fucceeding  ones, 
viz.  fuppuration  and  ulceration,  which  are 
accomplifhed  rapidly.  The  pain  is  acute,  and 
chiefly  nocturnal.  The  ulcerative  difpofition 
is  great,  and  notwithftanding  the  aftion  of  the 
poifon  being  limited  to  one  gland,  the  cavity 
of  the  fore  is  in  general  deep  and  large,  on 
account  of  the  deftruftion  of  the  neighbouring 
cellular  membrane ; and  the  difcharge  is  copi- 
ous. When  buboes  are  attended  with  erify- 
pelatous  inflammation  and  consequent  ccdema, 
they  occupy  more  fpace  and  are  tardy  in  sup- 
purating: but  as  erifypelas  differs  fo  much 
from  every  other  fpecies  of  inflammation,  and 
as  it  commonly  occurs  in  the  courfe  of  our 
treatment,  and  is  merely  a difeafe  fuper-added, 
our  judgment  of  the  cafe,  on  that  account, 
will  feldom  be  incorrect. 

In  deferibing  fuch  inguinal  tumors  as  are 


not  fyphilitic,  but  which  I attribute  to  the 
abforption  of  a diftin£t  morbid  poifon,  feveral 
very  linking  differences  may  be  mentioned. 
They  are  more  diffufed,  often  occupying  two 
or  three  glands,  and  thofe  of  the  lower  order  : 
fometimes  the  whole  of  the  groin  is  equally 
hardened  and  tumid.  They  are  flow  in  their 
progrefs,  attended  with  little  or  no  pain# 
except  when  mercury  is  adminiflered ; are 
extremely  backward  in  coming  to  maturation, 
and  betray  fcarcely  any  difpofition  to  ulcerate. 
The  degree  of  inflammation  is  trifling  in  pro- 
portion to  their  magnitude : and  the  capillary 
veffels,  inflead  of  conveying  florid  blood, 
give  a dufky  or  purple  hue  to  the  fkin.  In 
fome  cafes  the  tumor,  though  large,  has  no 
appearance  of  inflammation : I have  noticed 
the  purple  tint  in  others  which  have  been 
refolved  by  mild  treatment,  as  poulticing; 
and  in  thofe  too,  which  have  fuppurated.  I 
cannot  fay,  however,  that  the  difcoloured 
furface  invariably  affumes  this  character.  I 
faw  a cafe  not  long  ago  of  fore  on  the  prepuce 
and  bubo  in  the  groin,  in  a young  man  of 
extremely  irritable  conflitution,  to  whom 
mercury  had  been  given  by  miftakc,  where 
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the  inflammation  had  more  the  common  phleg- 
monous appearance  : in  another,  where  Hough- 
ing took  place  from  the  fame  error,  the 
furface  of  the  tumor  exhibited  a fiery  rednefs; 
but  in  both,  the  fwelling  was  diffufed,  and 
commenced  in  the  lower  order  of  glands. 
Thefe  latter  peculiarities,  added  to  the  trifling 
degree  or  total  abfence  of  pain,  may  be  confi- 
dered  the  chief  characteri  flics  of  this  fpecies 
of  bubo. 
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C A 8 E s. 

1 

CASE  I. 

! - 

Semptember,  1807. — A married  man,  who 
had  lately  had  illicit  intercourfe,  came  to  me 
with  a swelling  in  the  groin.  It  had  not  the  cha- 
racter of  fyphilitic  bubo,  being  too  widely 
diffufed  and  feated  in  the  lower  order  of  ingui- 
nal glands.  Neverthelefs  he  had  been  under 
the  influence  of  mercury  previous  to  his 
making  application  to  me.  This  treatment, 
directed  by  a druggift,  ( a practice  which  can- 
not be  too  feverelv  reprehended, ) had  been 
carried  to  fuch  extent  as  to  produce  falivation 
and  render  his  mouth  very  fore.  The  fwel- 
ling  had  much  increafed  under  the  aftion  of 
the  mercury : and  I have  no  doubt  would 
have  fpeedily  fuppurated.  I allured  him  that 
the  means  which  had  been  adopted  to  disperse 
it  were  only  calculated  to  do  harm  : that  if  he 
would  desist  entirely  from  the  mercurial  oint. 
ment,  and  in  its  head  fubmit  to  a more  le- 
nient plan,  I felt  confident  he  would  foon  be 
well.  My  prediction  proved  true.  Alter 
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taking  fomc  aperient  medicine  and  applying 
the  emplaftrum  lythargyri  compolitum  to  the 
part,  the  fwelling,  though  it  Remained  ffcationa- 
ry  fome  days,  began  to  fubfide  after  the  effects 
of  the  mercury  had  vanilhed,  and  at  last  com- 
pletely disappeared. 

CASE  II. 


November  26th,  1808. — A perfon  had  a 
fore  upon  the  glans  penis,  and  a fwelling  in 
the  inguinal  region  on  the  fame  fide.  Upon 
inquiry,  I learned  from  him,  that  he  had  re- 
cently cohabited  with  a woman  of  notorious 
character,  which  led  me  to  fufpeft,  particular- 
ly as  the  fore  had  been  the  primary  and  the 
bubo  a fubfequent  fymptom,  that  the  difeafe 
was  fyphilitic.  When  I say,  sufpe£t,  I mu  ft 
acknowledge  that,  upon  firlt  fight  of  the  sore 
I felt  undetermined  about  the  nature  of  it.  It 
was  not  only  devoid  of  that  depth  which  is 
peculiar  to  chancre,  but  was  alfo  wanting  of 
the  thickening  and  hardnefs  ufually  felt  at  its 
bafe.  Neverthelefs  I confidered  it  to  be  fleer- 
ing on  the  fafe  fide  to  adminifter  mercury. 
He  was  accordingly  defired  to  rub  in  the 
unguentum  hydrargyri ; and  as  an  applicationi 
to  the  fore  I gave  him  the  lotio  nigra.  The 
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fore  healed  in  three  days,  a circumllance 
which  alone  convinced  me  it  had  not  been 
chancrous.  The  (welling  in  the  groin  on  the 
contrary  continued  to  increafe  in  fize,  be- 
came more  inflamed,  more  uriiverfally  diffu- 
fed,  and  I obferved  was  advancing,  though 
llowly,  to  fuppuration.  As  his  bowels  were 
coflive  I gave  him  fome  aperient  medicine, 
ordered  him  to  foment  and  poultice,  and  to 
defifl  from  mercurial  friction.  The  fuppura- 
tive  procefs  proved  tedious : the  abfeefs, 

however,  at  length  being  ripe,  I opened  it  on 
the  14th  of  December.  He  continued  to 
poultice  it  for  a few  days,  and  afterwards 
applied  a common  dreffing,  by  which,  together 
with  the  ufe  of  bark  internally,  and  occafi- 
onally  bark  and  farfaparilla  combined,  I 
effected  a cure  by  the  9th  or  10th  of  January, 
1809.  This  cafe  ferved  as  a ufeful  leffon  to 
me,  imprefling  on  my  mind  a ftrong  and  laft- 
ing  convi&ion,  that  we  cannot  be  too  nice  in 
diferiminating  between  fyphilis  and  pfeudo- 
fyphilis. 

CASE  III. 

February  1st,  1809. — A young  gentleman 

£ 
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confulted  me  with  a (welling  in  the  right 
groin.  He  had  had  fufpicious  connexion,  but 
this  being  the  only  fymptom  which  prefented 
itfelf,  and  being  feated  too  in  the  lower  order 
of  glands,  I did  not  imagine  it  to  be  fyphilitic. 
There  was  flight  inflammation  in  the  tumor ; 

I gave  him  a purging  mixture  to  take  every 
third  or  fourth  day,  and  a fedative  embro- 
cation to  apply  to  the  part.  By  the  15th 
inftant  the  inflammation  had  entirely  fubfided, 
and  the  fwelling  fomewhat  dimimlhed  in  fize. 
For  his  convenience  I changed  the  application 
to  the  emplaftrum  lythargyri  compofitum, 
directing  him  to  refrain  from  violent  excercifes 
and  to  obferve  an  abflemious  diet.  He  did 
not,  however,  comply  with  these  rules,  and  the 
tumor,  .which  would  probably  have  difperfed, 
fuppurated.  I opened  it  on  the  20th  of  April., 
and  evacuated  about  atable  fpoonful  of  matter.. 

A common  poultice  was  applied  a few  days, 
and  afterwards  the  lotio  nigra.  The  fore  was. 
not  fo  well  attended  to  as  I wilhed,  bufinefs: 
frequently  calling  him  to  a diftance.  I fav* 
him  only  at  intervals,  when  I lupphed  him 
with  drefling  to  ferve  during  his  ablence 
He  took  the  bark  and  farfaparilla ; latterly 
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the  fore  was  dreffed  with  a fimple  digeftive 
ointment,  and  I difmiflfed  my  patient  quite 
well  on  the  twentieth  of  May. 

CASE  IV. 

1809 — A married  man  had  a very  large 
abfcefs  in  the  left  groin,  and  a flight  tumor 
attended  with  furrounding  hardnefs  in  the 
right  groin.  He  had  no  appearance  of  fore 
either  upon  the  prepuce  or  glans.  Having 
vilited  his  family  frequently  in  a profehional 
capacity,  I had  had  an  opportunity  of  witneffing 
his  ftrong  attachment  to  his  wife,  and  knew  that 
his  general  condu6t  would  bear  the  drifted 
fcrutiny  for  induftry  and  deadinefs.  I there- 
fore did  not  fufpeft  the  fwellings  to  arife  from 
fyphilitic  infection,  and  upon  his  alTurance 
that  he  had  not  expofed  himfelf  to  the  rilk  of 
it,  I felt  perfectly  convinced  that  they  were 
to  be  afcribed  to  a different  origin.  The  ab- 
fcefs in  the  left  groin  had  advanced  to  a date 
of  maturation  which  required  the  lancet,  and 
upon  introducing  it,  I evacuated  a large  quan- 
tity of  tolerably  healthy  pus.  To  the  left  I 
applied  the  emplaftrum  lithargyri  compolltum: 
and  as  his  bowels  were  caflive  I gave  bun 
lomc  aperient  medicine.  The  fore  was  fo- 
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mented  and  poulticed  two  or.  three  days,  and 
then  had  fimple  dre-ilkig  applied  to  it.  His. 
general  health  feemed  much  impaired : the 
organs  of  digeltion  were  defective  in  their 
functions  : there  was  great  irregularity  of  the 
bowels,  which,  for  the  moll  part,  were  obfti- 
nately  conftipated ; he  complained  of  extreme 
debility  and  langour.  Together  with  the  oc- 
caflonal  ufe  of  cathartics,  I gave  him  the  de- 
coction of  bark  with  the  powder  of  farfaparilla. 
His  health  daily  improved  under  this  treatment, 
but  the  fore,  though  it  fhewed  no  difppfition 
to  fpread,  was  indolent,  and  had  little  appear- 
ance of  healing.  Upon  examining  with  the 
probe,  I found  that  a finus  extended  itfelf 
about  two  inches  in  a direction  obliquely  up- 
ward and  outward.  I was  delirous  to  promote 
adhefion  of  its  fides  by  a ftimulant  injeCtion, 
and  with  that  view  I threw  up  one  confifting 
of  the  hydrargyrus  muriatus  with  aqua  calcis. 
This  was  productive  of  fome  inflammation, 
increafed  the  quantity  of  difcharge,  but  did 
not  in  the  leaft  degree  contraCt  the  cavity  of 
the  finus.  I changed  it  for  the  lotio  nigra, 
directing  him  to  keep  this  conflantly  applied, 
and  to  get  as  much  of  the  precipitate  into  the 
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orifice  as  he  could.  Finding,  however,  that 
the  fame  indolence  and  indifpofition  to  heal 
remained,  I dilated  the  finus  to  its  full  extent. 
He  continued  the  ufe  of  bark  and  farfaparilla 
internally,  when,  as  he  Hill  complained  of  lofs 
of  appetite,  extraordinary  wearinefs,  and  had 
a pallid  countenance,  I began  to  give  him  the 
Reel  pill  with  infufion  of  gentian.  But  my 
attention  about  this  period  was  attra<5ted  by  a 
new  fymptom.  A copper-coloured  eruption 
fhewed  itfelf  upon  the  cheft,  which  was  fol- 
lowed in  a day  or  two  by  large  blotches  of  the 
fame  defcription  upon  the  arms  and  legs.  I 
obferved  that  they  did  not  maintain  one  cha- 
racter, being  fometimes  of  a florid  red  colour, 
and  at  others  having  the  complete  copper-hue 
of  a fyphilitic  eruption.  The  lkin,  wherever 
they  prevailed,  became  much  elevated,  and 
in  lefs  than  three  weeks  they  difappeared, 
with  mealy  defquamation  of  the  cuticle.  And 
now  a remarkable,  fwel ling  prefented  itfelf  up- 
on the  fhin  of  the  left  leg.  It  had  upon  a ca- 
fual  view  the  molt  flriking  re femb lance  to  a 
venereal  node  of  the  tibia.  I examined  it  at- 
tentively, and  felt  perfuaded  it  was  a thicken- 
ing of  the  cutis  and  cellular  membrane  only, 
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and  not  a difeafe  of  the  bone  or  periofteum. 
The  tumor  of  the  right  groin  quite  fubfided 
in  two  months.  The  abfcefs  in  the  left  to  all 
appearance  had  healed,  but  perceiving  a flight 
oozing  from  the  cicatrix,  I introduced  the 
probe,  and  found  a fmall  opening  leading  into 
a frefh  finus.  This  I accordingly  dilated ; 
the  fore  healed  completely  with  the  ufe  of  the 
lo'tio  nigra  in  rather  lefs  than  three  months. 
The  event  of  the  cafe  fully  juftified  the  treat- 
ment I had  adopted,  that  of  abftaining  entirely 
from  the  employment  of  mercury.  The  pa- 
tient got  well  without  taking  or  rubbing  in  a 
Angle  grain,  and  remains  perfe&ly  free  from 
any  return  of  the  fymptoms.  Dr.  Skrimfhire 
of  Peterborough  faw  this  as  well  as  the  follow- 
ing cafe  with  me. 

CASE  V. 

O&ober  17th,  1809. — A young  man  had 
ulcers  on  the  edge  of  the  praeputium  glandis, 
attended  with  phymofls.  He  applied  the  lotio 
nigra  to  them,  which,  joined  to  frequent  ab- 
lution and  inje&ing  between  the  prepuce  and 
glans  (as  there  was  a good  deal  of  difeharge 
from  that  part)  I hoped  might  prevent  the  ne- 
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cefftty  of  dilatation.  Finding,  however,  that 
the  difcharge  increafed  from  the  glans,  I dila- 
ted the  phymofis  on  the  25th,  when  an  innu- 
merable duller  of  fmall  gloffy  fores  (hewed 
themfelves,  more  particularly  towards  the  co- 
rona. Great  inflammation  fucceeded  the  ufe 
of  the  knife : the  right  groin  became  pain- 
ful, and  on  the  29th  was  hard  and  fwollen. 
I dire6led  him  to  keep  linen  rags  conllantly 
applied  to  it  well  foaked  in  a faturnine  embro- 
cation, and  a weak  faturnine  lotion  was  inje£t- 
ed  underneath  the  prasputium.  The  ulcers 
of  the  glans  difcharged  an  extremely  acrimo- 
nious matter,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
chancre.  He  took  aperient  medicine,  and 
continued  the  ufe  of  fedative  topical  remedies 
untill  the  6th  of  November,  when  perceiving 
that  fuppuration  had  taken  place  in  the  groin, 
I dire6led.him  to  foment  and  poultice.  No- 
vember pth,  I opened  the  abfcefs  : the  dif- 
charge was  thin  and  copious : a more  than 
common  degree  of  inflammatory  action  and 
pain  again  followed  the  introdu6lion  of  the 
lancet.  Poppy  fomentations  and  cataplafms 
were  had  recourfe  to,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a 
week  after,  when  the  inflammation  and  fur- 
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rounding  hardnefs  had  fubfided,  I gave  him 
the  lotio  nigra  to  apply  to  the  groin.  The  ufe 
of  this  was  continued  till  the  nth  or  12th  of 
December,  when  the  abfcefs  had  healed. 
The  ulcers  of  the  glans  were  cured  by  a lotion 
of  the  zincum  acetatum  in  rofe  water.  He 
was  of  an  irritable  conllitution,  and  had  a good 
deal  of  fymptomatic  fever  after  the  abfcefs  of 
the  groin  was  opened.  As  the  local  inflamma- 
tion abated,  however,  fo  did  the  general  fe- 
verifh  affe£lion;  but  being  left  debilitated,  I 
adminiftered  bark  and  cordials  to  him.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  ulcers  of  a fyphilitic  cha- 
racter, and  convinced  of  that,  I abftained  from 
giving  mercury.  I feel  perfuaded  that  mer- 
curial irritation  would  have  done  conflderable 
mifchief  in  this  cafe. 

CASE  VI. 

1809. — A young  man,  who  had  recently 
cohabited  with  a woman  whom  he  afterwards 
fufpected  to  be  difeafed,  applied  to  me  with 
ulceration  upon  the  prepuce  and  a fwelling  in 
one  of  his  groins.  There  was  no  callofity 
around  the  ulcers,  and  the  tumor  was  too  dif- 
fufed  and  feated  too  low  to  be  according  to 
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my  apprehenfion  a fyphilitic  bubo.  Under 
the  fdf-convi&ion,  however,  that  his  com- 
plaint might  be  of  that  nature,  he  had  begun  to 
take  mercury,  but  only  for  three  or  four  days 
previous  to  my  feeing  him.  I advifed  him  to 
defilf  from  its  ufe,  gave  him  a lotion  of  the 
acetated  zinc  to  apply  to  the  fores,  and  the 
compound  litharge  plaher  for  the  groin.  He 
alfo  took  fome  aperient  medicine.  The  insrui- 
nal  enlargement,  which  had  been  daily  fpread- 
mg,  began  in  three  days  to  IdFen.  Not  finding 
much  amendment  in  the  fores,  I drelTed  them 
with  fimpie  ointment,  and  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  he  was  quite  well. 

CASE  VII. 

May  23d,  1811 . — A gentleman  had  a flight 
difeharge  from  the  urethra,  and  fores  upon, 
and  behind  the  corona  glandis.  As  he  had  no 
ardor  urinze,  I gave  him  an  injection  of  the 
zinc,  acetat.  in  rofe-water;  and  the  lotio  nigra 
to  apply  to  the  fores.  Thefe  had  not  a chanc- 
rous  appearance,  and  I therefore  abfliained 
f rom  exhibiting  mercury  internally.  He  came 
again  on  the  3rd  of  June,  and  had  then  a fuel- 
ling in  the  left  groin ; but  the  fores  were  foe- 
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ginning  to  heal.  The-difcharge  had  left  him  : 
in  Ihort  it  had  been  fo  trifling  as  fcarcely  to 
be  perceptible,  and  did  not  continue  upon 
him  more  than  three  or  four  days.  Seeing  the 
tumor  in  the  groin,  I was  fearful  it  might  arife 
from  the  abforption  of  fyphilitic  virus,  and 
confequently  defired  him  to  take  four  grains 
of  the  pilula  hydrargyri  night  and  morning. 
On  the  ioth  the  fores  had  fpread,  the  tumor 
in  the  groin  had  much  increafed  in  fize.  and 
there  was  a general  and  widely  diffufed  full- 
nefs  and  hardnefs  in  that  part.  He  felt  much 
mdifpofed,  had  a furred  tongue,  depraved 
appetite,  and  was  extremely  irregular  in  his 
bowels.  I withheld  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and 
gave  him  a weak  folution  of  the  argent,  nitrat. 
to  apply  to  the  fores.  He  called  again  on  the 
18th.  The  fwelling  of  the  groin  had  fubfided, 
and  the  fores  remained  ftationary.  I renewed 
the  application  of  the  lotio  nigra,  ( two  drachms 
of  the  fubmuriate  of  mercury  to  fix  ounces  of 
lime-water.)  July  4th,  the  fores  were  nearly 
well ; no  return  of  difcharge  from  the  urethra, 
nor  of  tumor  in  the  groin.  His  general  health 
was  ftill  a little  difordered  ; he  complained 
of  great  weaknefs  and  lofs  of  appetite;  he 
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took  the  compound  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla, 
and  at  an  interview  I had  with  him  a week  af- 
terwards, I found  him  well.  In  this  cafe  the 
patient  was  under  the  aftion  of  mercury  only 
from  the  3rd  to  the  10th  of  June,  a period  too 
fhort  for  the  medicine  to  have  effected  a com- 
plete removal  of  his  fymptoms.  Inftead,  how- 
ever, of  its  operating  at  all  as  an  antidote,  the 
complaint  was  manifeftly  aggravated  by  it ; it 
follows,  therefore,  that  neither  the  fores  upon 
the  glans,  nor  the  tumor  in  the  groin,  could 
be  fyphilitic.  As  foon  as  the  mercurial  ex- 
citement ceafed  his  fymptoms  gradually  dif- 
appeared. 

CASE  VIII. 

A gentleman,  who  had  two  months  before 
been  under  my  care  for  gonorrhoea,  confulted 
me,  having  fores  upon  the  prepuce  and  glans, 
with  an  ulcerated  throat.  He  alfo  complained 
of  pains  in  his  bones,  which  more  particularly 
affecled  him  at  night:  he  had  had  recent  con- 
nexion with  the  fex.  I gave  him  a folution  of 
the  argent,  nitrat.  to  apply  to  the  fores  on  the 
penis,  and  the  pilula  hydrargyri  internally. 
He  took  this  medicine  a month,  when  his 
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mouth  became  quite  fore.  At  this  period  the 
ulceration  upon  the  prepuce  and  glans  had 
greatly  extended,  and  a tumor  had  formed  in 
the  .left  groin.  The  throat,  which  at  Erd  was 
only  ulcerated  in  one  tonfi.1,  was  now  affe6ted 
on  both  fides.  The  primary  ulcer  had  a par- 
ticularly formidable  afpecl,  deeply  and  wide- 
ly excavated;  the  tonfil,  which  was  its  original 
j^at,  had  loll  all  trait  of  its  natural  fliape  and 
appearance.  The  velum  pendulum  palati  was 
in  part  deitroyed ; great  inflammation  extend- 
ed over  the  throat  and  fauces ; deglutition  was 
performed  with  difficulty,  and  there  was  a 
peculiar  hoarfenefs  or  nafal  tone  of  the  voice. 
The  froenum  and  glandular  odoriferas  were  ul- 
cerated ; a complete  circle  of  ulcers  was  feen 
beyond  the  corona  gland  is.  One  which  was 
larger  than  the  red,  was  furrounded  by  a cal- 
lous edge,  unlike  to  chancre,  in  as  much  as  it 
had  a cartilaginous  feel.  This  cartilaginous 
feel  was  not  gradually  lod  to  the  finger  when 
paired  onward  to  the  neighbouring  integument, 
but  terminated  abruptly,  as  from  a hardened 
ridge  down  upon  a foft  furface.  I could  not 
help  being  druck  at  the  lingular  and  novel 
character,  of  this  ulcer;  for  at  that  period  1 
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had  not  feen,  nor  read  of,  any  cafe  analogous 
to  it.  I was  indeed  at  a lofs  to  determine 
whether  the  fymptoms  were  fyphiliticor  not; 
and  my  embarraffrnent  proceeded  chiefly  from 
the  ci  rerun  dance  of  his  having  a little  antece- 
dently laboured  under  gonorrhoea  virulenta. 
The  authority  of  fuch  men  as  Swediaur  and 
Hunter,  who  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
gonorrhoea  and  chancre  were  equally  liable  to 
infect  the  fyftem,  cannot  be  rejected,  while 
cafes  are  every  now  and  then  occurring  to 
elucidate  the  fact,  and  to  ftrengthen  our  belief 
in  their  aflertion.*  Upon  a review  of  the 


• 1809.—  A traveller  applied  to  me  with  a swelling  upon  his  shin  bone, 
and  two  large  ulcers  upon  his  thigh.  He  had  also  a considerable  tumor  on 
the  right  arm,  a little  above  the  wrist.  It  was  evidently  a ca>e  of  lues  vene- 
rea. The  tumor  on  the  teg  was  nothing  else  than  an  immense  node  of  tite 
trbia:  the  otlier,  or  that  upon  the  arm,  was  as  clearly  a node  of  the  radius : 
this  was  also  of  uncommon  magnitude,  and  both  were  attended  with  noctur- 
nal pain.  The  ulcers  were  surrounded  by  a copper  discolouration  of  the  skin, 
hud  been  preceded  by  the  characteristic  eruption  of  syphilis,  and  wore  the 
appearance  of  it  in  an  advanced  stage.  Upon  declaring  it  to  be  my  decided 
opinion  that  his  symptoms  were  syphilitic,  he  expressed  the  most  unailectcd 
surprise.  He  was  not  a total  stranger  to  rue,  as  I laid  attended  him  before 
when  labouring  under  an  attack  of  pulmonic  inflammation.  In  short  1 laid 
seen  him  in  a casual  way  frequently.  I enquired  what  ease  rise  to  his  asto- 
nishment, remarking,  that  tlie  complaint  was  as  common  as  the  causes  which 
led  to  it.  He  told  me  he  had  Irecu  married  six  years,  that  three  or  four  faul- 
tily children  were  tlic  fruit  of  his  marriage:  that  he  had  tlie  strictest  confi- 
dence in  tlie  fulelity  of  Jiis  with;  who  he  knew,  had  not  the  slightest  maik 
of  injury,  nor  ever  had  since  they  ynliahited  : that  a few  mouths  previous 
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treatment  I had  already  adopted,  the  refult  of 
that  treatment,  and  a comparifon  of  this  cafe 
with  the  preceding  ones,  ( though  there  was 
fomething  more  anomalous  in  the  present ) I 
judged  it  prudent  to  defift  from  the  farther  em- 
ployment of  mercury.  He  bathed  the  groin 
with  the  Liquor  Ammoniae  Acetatae,  and  ap- 
plied a lotion  of  the  acetated  zinc  to  the  fores. 
The  inguinal  tumor  became  more  inflamed, 
and  notwithftanding  every  means  being  purfu- 


to  hi*  marriage  he  laboured  under  gonorrhoea,  and  that  only  : for  I par- 
ticularly and  repeatedly  questioned  him  upon  this  point ; and  that  at  the 
time  of  his  entering  into  the  married  state  he  was  perfectly  well.  He  so- 
lemnly averred  he  had  not  been  connected  with  any  other  woman  than  his 
wife  since  the  period  of  their  union  ; and  never,  hut  in  the  instance  just  ad- 
verted to,  was  the  subject  of  any  venereal  complaint.  I was  very  scrutinizing 
in  this  case— interrogated  him  in  a variety  of  ways  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he 
had  ever  had  chancre  or  bubo.  The  reply  was  earnestly  and  emphatically 
no.  I thought  it  right  to  examine  the  genitals,  and  found  not  the  slightest 
vestige  of  chancre,  nor  any  cicatrix  in  the  groins.  Having  been  taught  the 
doctrine  of  dissimilarity  in  their  origin,  as  well  as  in  their  consequences,  I 
had  hitherto  considered  genorrhnea  and  chancre  as  two  distinct  diseases, 
incapable  of  generating  each  other.  I had  imagined  gonorrhoea  to  be  simply 
a local  disease,  never  contaminating  the  system,  nor  productive  of  secondary 
symptoms.  The  present  case  led  to  an  opposite  conclusion  15ut  previous 
hypothesis  could  avail  nothing  against  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  decisive 
practice.  I advised  him  to  use  mercurial  friction  ; this  lie  objected  to,  as  his 
life  was  desultory,  and  he  was  going  from  inn  to  inn,  therefore  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  rubbing  in  conveniently.  I accordingly  put  him  upon  a 
course  of  the  blue  pill  The  nodes  were  slow  in  subsiding:  the  ulcers  upon 
the  thigh  healed  gradually,  leaving  extensive  and  diep  sears  : ilie  neighbour- 
ing disculoutatioH  vanished,  and  in  six  mouths  lie  was  well. 
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ed  to  difperfe  it,  fuppuration  took  place,  and 
I was  under  the  necelhty  of  opening  it.  I now 
gave  him  the  Compound  Decoftion  of  Sarfa- 
parilla.  The  throat  mended  ; but  he  had  a 
fwelling  of  the  radius  of  the  right  arm,  which 
was  attended  with  a good  deal  of  acute  pain, 
particularly  in  bed.  I recommended  him  to 
wear  flannel  next  his  1km,  with  a view  to  pre- 
ferve  an  equable  temperature  night  and  day. 
This  fymptomdifappeared  in  about  a fortnight, 
and  a tumor  prefented  itfelf  in  the  other  groin. 
The  fores  upon  the  prepuce  and  glans  had 
healed : in  confequence,  however,  of  his  ri- 
ding on  horfeback  20  or  30  miles,  frelh  irrita- 
tion was  produced ; and  they  recurred,  but 
in  a lefs  formidable  lhape  than  at  fidf,  yielding 
readily  to  the  ufe  of  a weak  ahringent  lotion. 
He  continued  taking  the  decoction  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  and  in  three  months  the  abfcefs  of  the 
left  groin  had  healed,  which  was  treated  mere- 
ly with  fimple  drelling.  The  tumor  of  the 
right  fublided  in  a week  or  two  afterwards, 
the  hate  of  his  throat  progreflively  improved, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  month 
from  the  date  of  his  confultmg  me,  every  mor- 
bid fymptom  had  vanilhed.  He  called  upon 


me  again  in  the  courfe  of'  two  months,  com- 
plaining of  a fore  throat,  which,  upon  exami- 
nation, I found  had  a large  grey  hough  occu- 
pying the  feat  of  the  left  tonfif.  I ordered  him 
to  ufe  a gargle  confiding  of  the  Pulvis  Capliei, 
Mel  Defpumatum,  Aqua  Hordei,  Aqua  Rofas, 
and  a fmall  proportion  of  common  vinegar. 
This  in  a fhort  time  removed  the  hough,  and 
the-  ulcer  granulated  and  healed.  An  aphthous 
(late  of  the  tongue,  gums,  and  palate  fucceeded. 
but  gave  way  to  the  employment  of  the  Infu- 
fum  Rohe  with  Myrrh.  As  at  this  period  he 
had  a pallid  countenance,  was  reduced  in  his 
frame,  and  laboured  under  extreme  weaknefs* 
I adminihered  bark  and  farfaparilla  to  him. 
He  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  tonic  medicine, 
and  at  the  end  of  feven  months  ( reckoning 
from  the  commencement  of  his  fymptoms)  he 
had  recovered  his  health  and  Rrength ; had 
neither  fore,  f welling,  nor  ulcerated  throat; 
and  exprefled  himfelf  free  from  any  complaint 
whatever. 

CASE  IX. 

A gentleman  bad  a fore  upon  the  prepuce. 
Upon  inquiry,  I found  he  had  fubje&ed  him- 
felf to  the  njk  of  venereal  infection ; but  as 
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the  fore  had  not  the  character  of  chancre,  but 
more  refembled  fnnple  ulceration,  I determin- 
ed at  firft  to  treat  it  without  mercury,  at  any 
rate  as  an  anti-fyphilitic.  It  had  neither  the 
bordering  efflorefcence  nor  callous  bafe  of 
chancre.  His  general  health  was  fomewhat 
impaired;  he  had  white  tongue,  lofs  of  appe- 
tite, conftipated  bowels,  and  complained  of 
extreme  weaknefs,  and  laffitude.  I gave  him 
aperient  medicine  and  applied  common  dref- 
fing  to  the  fore.  He  next  took  the  Compound 
Deco&ion  of  Sarfaparilla,  and  the  Pilula  Hy- 
drargyri  at  night  as  an  alterative.  In  three 
days  his  tongue  was  more  furred,  his  pulfe 
more  quick,  his  fkin  hot,  the  fore  threatened 
to  fpread,  and  was  beginning  to  have  a harden- 
ed edge.  I could  not  help  alfigning  this  un- 
favourable change  to  the  irritation  induced  by 
the  mercury,  though  I had  given  it  in  a cauti- 
ous manner.  It  was  therefore  debited  from, 
and  the  decoCtion  exhibited  alone.  In  fix 
days  the  fore  looked  better,  but  Hill  there  was 
hardnefs  at  its  circumference,  and  as  he  was 
now  free  from  feverilh  excitement  I gave  him 
four  grains  of  the  Pilula  Hydrargyri  at  night. 
The  pill  was  repeated  on  the  fecond  night  af- 

G 


44 


terwards.  His  tongue  became  furred  again  : 
the  induration  around  the  ulcer  manifeftly  in- 
creafed,  and  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  left 
groin.  A tumor  formed  in  that  part,  to  which 
he  applied  a fedative  embrocation ; but  as  it 
went  on  gradually  advancing  in  fize,  I direct : 
ed  him  to  take  the  pilula  hydrargyri  night 
and  morning.  Twelve  grains  in  twenty-eight 
hours  occafioned  ficknefs,  and  he  was  more  1 
than  ever  difpofed  to  fever.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  now  that  the  mercury  difagreed  with 
him,  and  I refolved  to  relinquifh  the  employ- 
ment of  it  altogether.  As  he  exprefled  a fen- 
fation  of  weight  and  oppreflion  at  the  ftomach, 

I gave  him  an  emetic,  and  on  the  following 
day  fome  aperient  medicine.  Finding  the  tu- 
mor continue  to  inflame  and  fpread,  I applied 
leeches,  and  deflred  him  to  keep  himfelf  at 
reft.  Another  furgeon  was  confulted,  who 
ftrenuoufly  recommended  mercurial  friftion 
to  be  reforted  to.  The  effeft  I had  previoufly 
witneffed  of  mercury  in  this  cafe,  was  a fuffi- 
cient  inducement  for  my  obje&ing  to  the  pro- 
pofal.  The  patient  fubmitted  to  my  opinion. 
Suppuration  took  place  in  the  groin,  which 
was  now  forwarded  by  emollient  means. 
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The  abfeefs,  after  being  opened,  was  treated 
with  fimple  ointment,  and  latterly  with  the 
lotio  nigra.  He  continued  the  ufe  of  the  de- 
coction, and  in  a few  weeks  was  quite  well. 
It  mult  be  obvious  that  the  excitement  of  mer- 
cury was  prejudicial  in  this  cafe.  Even  in 
fmall  quantity,  and  at  long  intervals,  when 
given  merely  as  an  alterative,  it  a6ted  bane- 
fully;  but  when,  upon  the  appearance  of  tumor 
in  the  groin,  I was  led  to  its  exhibition  more 
fully,  as  an  anti-fyphilitic,  twelve  grains  divi- 
ded into  three  dofes  materially  aggravated  the 
fymptoms. 

A cafe  occurred  to  me  in  1812,  where  the 
patient  had  a fore  upon  the  glans,  bubo  in  the 
groin,  and  ulcerated  throat,  after  fexual  con- 
nexion. He  came  to  me  with  a Itrong  impref- 
fion  that  his  difeafe  was  fyphihtic,  and  it  was 
not  without  difficulty  I could  perfuade  him  to 
think  otherwife.  The  tumor  fuppurated  and 
was  opened.  He  had  relllefs  nights,  anorexia, 
and  flight  fever  both  previously  to,  and  fub- 
fequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  local  com- 
plaints. I gave  him  the  compound  decoction 
of  farfaparilla,  and  he  recovered  in  two  months 
without  taking  or  ufing  mercury  in  any  form. 


46 


Additional  cafes  would  be  rendering  this 
paper  unneceflarily  prolix.  Thofe  I have  ven- 
tured to  relate,  may  neither  be  remarkable 
for  their  variety  nor  importance ; but  I am 
not  without  hope  that  their  perufal  will  be  at- 
tended with  practical  advantage.  It  is  only 
by  reforting  to  fafts,  that  the  general  fcepticifm 
which  prevails  can  be  removed  : and  in  a dif- 
eafe,  like  the  prefent,  it  is  of  infinite  confe- 
quence,  both  as  it  affe&s  our  reputation,  and 
the  duty  we  owe  to  fociety,  that  its  appear- 
ances fhould  be  fairly  promulgated,  and  our 
treatment  of  it  thoroughly  afcertained.  I feel 
no  hefitation  in  declaring,  that  the  employment 
of  mercury  in  pfeudo-fyphilis,  is  calculated  to 
produce  the  moft  ferious  mifchief.  I fufpecl, 
that,  given  as  an  alterative,  it  frequently  dif- 
agrees ; but  when  pufhed  to  the  extent  of 
eftablifhing  a full  mercurial  effe£l:  upon  the 
fyflem,  it  is  fometimes  indescribably  hurtful. 
It  has  been  fuggefted  that  fyphilis  itfelf  may 
be  modified  in  particular  conftitutions  so  as 
to  get  well  without  mercury ; but  we  have 
no  fotis  factory  proofs  of  it  upon  record  : 
and  I am  inclined  to  believe,  that  in  thofe 
inflances  where  a cure  is  fuid  to  have  taken 
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place  naturally,  or  has  been  accompliPned  by 
milder  remedies,  impofition  was  praftifed,  or 
the  fymptoms  were  not  underftood.  A quefti- 
on  alfo  has  of  latearifen,  whether  the  fyphilitic 
poifon,  from  being  widely  difleminated  among 
nations,  and  that  for  a fucceffion  of  ages,  may 
not  have  undergone  fome  material  change  in 
its  properties,  at  any  rate  whether  that  a dimi- 
nution of  its  priftine  virulence  may  not  have 
been  effected.  The  fuppofition  appears  to  me 
to  be  equally  abfurd  and  dangerous.  We  fee 
its  effects  unaltered  in  their  character,  and  un- 
yielding to  new  remedies.  We  hear  the 
Nitric  Acid  extolled,  the  Sarfaparilla,  the 
Mezereon : yet  thefe  are  never  trufted  to 
fingly,  nor  conjointly,  in  the  cure  of  genuine 
fyphilis,  but  are  only  given  as  adjuvant,  or  as 
temporary  means,  for  renovating  the  conllitu- 
ti on,  and  preparing  it  for  the  further  aftion  of 
mercury.  It  is  fair  to  infer,  therefore,  that 
as  the  fpecific  remains  the  fame,  the  difeafe 
does  alfo.  The  circumftance  of  lefs  mercury 
being  required  in  fome  cafes  than  in  others, 
cannot  be  thought  to  militate  at  all  againlt 
this  reafoning. 

Should  it  be  contended  that  both  difeafes 
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originate  from  one  poifon,  I would  afk,  can 
fyphilitic  virus  be  generated  fpontaneoufly  in 
a part  ? I have  hitherto  imagined  its  continu- 
ance to  be  dependant  entirely  upon  contami- 
nation, and  that  not  untill  that  power  were  de- 
ftroyed  would  the  difeafe  ceafe  to  be  known. 
But  incafe  the  i vth,  buboes,  a copper-coloured 
eruption,  and  fwelling  of  the  fhin  took  place 
without  any  illicit  intercourfe.  I am  perfectly 
convinced  both  of  the  veracity  of  the  hufband, 
and  the  chaftity  of  the  wife.  In  this  inflance, 
may  we  not  fuppofe,  that  a morbid  poifon  had 
arifen  fpontaneoufly  in  the  female  organs, 
was  conveyed  to  the  genitals  of  the  male,  and 
from  thence  propagated  effedts  oflenfibly  fimi- 
lar  to  the  fymptoms  of  lues  venerea  P The 
fpontaneous  produdtion  of  a morbid  poifon  in 
the  human  body  is  not  without  precedent. 

In  regard  to  the  fecondary  fymptoms,  as 
ulcerated  throat,  copper-coloured  eruption, 
and  nodes  : much  difficulty,  it  muff  be  owned, 
attends  the  diftinciion  of  the  twodifeafes  ; but 
even  in  this  perplexing  ffage  we  are  not  delti- 
tute  of  a clew  to  affiff  us  in  the  exercife  of 
our  judgment.  One  very  important  difference 
prevails  in  all  cafes.  It  is  acknowledged,  by 
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the  molt  eminent  of  the  profeflion,  that  the 
fymptoms  of  lues  venerea,  if  unarrefted  by 
mercury,  have  a tendency  to  become  pro- 
greffively  worfe ; on  the  contrary,  the  fame 
appearances  in  pfeudo-fyphilis  are  neither  fo 
uniform  in  their  charafter  nor  uninterrupted 
in  their  courfe,  but  Ihew  a difpofition  to  ceafe 
of  themfelves,  or  give  way  to  the  employment 
of  fuch  remedies  as  improve  the  tone  of  the 
digeftive  organs  and  lelfen  feverifli  irritation. 
Where  collateral  circumflances  render  it  doubt- 
ful whether  fyphilitic  virus  has  been  imbibed 
or  not,  it  would  be  rafh  and  improper  unhefita- 
tingly  to  put  the  patient  on  a full  courfe  of 
mercury.  By  fufpending  its  ufe  for  a while, 
and  watching  the  progrefs  of  the  fymptoms, 
even  fhould  they  prove  fyphilitic,  no  mifchief 
can  arife,  provided  the  remedy  be  afterwards 
pufhed  with  fufficient  vigour : but  if  given 
heedlefsly,  and  under  an  imperfect  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  cafe,  the  effe6ts  refulting  from  that 
treatment  will  fometimes  be  as  horrid  and  un- 
controulabie  as  fyphilis  in  its  moll  inveterate 
fhape. 

The  term  pfeudo-fyphilis  is  underflood, 
by  many  furgeons.  to  denote  fuch  cafes  as 
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were  at  their  commencement  fyphilitic ; but, 
in  which,  from  the  long  continued  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, from  idiofyncrafy  of  conflitution,  or 
from  the  co-operation  of  both  thefe  caufes, 
new  and  anomalous  fymptoms  have  taken 
place,  refembling  the  original  ones ; or,  in 
which,  fome  of  the  former  fymptoms  appear 
to  maintain  a ftationary  chara£ter,  when  the 
fyphilitic  taint  itfelf  is  extinguifhed.  In  as 
much  as  the  term,  ufed  in  a general  fenfe,  af- 
fords a ready  conception  of  the  difeafe,  the 
juftnefs  of  its  application,  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  cannot  be  difputed.  Neverthelefs,  if 
according  to  the  opinion  I have  advanced, 
and  the  cafes  I have  brought  forward  in  fup- 
port  of  that  opinion,  pfeudo-fyphilis  may  be 
produced  by  the  abforption  of  a diftin<5t  mor- 
bid poifon,  the  difeale,  I think,  requires  in 
each  inftance,  a diflinct  title.  Perhaps  the  one 
might  more  properly  be  denominated  morbus 
mercurialis ; and  the  other,  as  being  an  affecti- 
on fui  generis,  retain  the  name  of  pfeudo- 
fyphilis* 
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